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Each year, on the Presbyterian Church (USA) calendar, a Sunday in February is designated 
for Celebrating the Gifts of Women.   In many churches, women are the backbone 
of the church, working tirelessly on mission projects (locally and globally) studying  

God’s message, helping stamp out hunger, relieving suffering and pain, working for 
peace and justice, etc.  Presbyterian Women keep their hearts open to God’s call 
to action and involvement---PW has long been advocates for women and children 
who are victims of abuse.  

Long before our current minister, Rev. Pamela Gordon, came to Westminster, women have been active in the Presbyterian Church (USA).  At Westminster, almost 50 years ago the first female Elder was ordained and installed.   Today, in PC(USA) seminaries, 27% of ordained 
clergy are women.  

Volunteerism is alive and well at Westminster.   Presbyterian Women volunteer 

as Paducah Ambassadors; fund-raiser for the playground in Noble Park for Special Needs 

Children; PCM volunteer; Hope Unlimited, etc.

Presbyterian Women of Westminster participate in countless mission projects.  
At Westminster there is a Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Women who have the gift of sewing crochet or knit beautiful shawls.  The shawls are lovingly presented to women who may 

be ill or recovering from an illness or surgery.  
There are women who have the gift of leadership.  These women teach or serve in various

offices, presiding over gatherings  and implementing programs.  

The nurturers are comfortable praying, meditating and visiting those who have been 

faithful in church attendance but for various reasons cannot attend regularly. 
Since the inception of Paducah Cooperative Ministry, Westminster PW has organized fund-raisers and collected much needed food and household items for this worthy cause.  
Bellewood Center is becoming a familiar name in Paducah and is partially funded by 
The Presbyterian Church (USA).  Bellewood Presbyterian Homes for Children (headquartered 

In Louisville for many years) oversees young people who often are reared in foster homes.  On becoming 18 these young men and women are no longer able to stay in foster homes.  Bellewood Center provides apartments for a couple years while these young people go to college or obtain employment.  The “Service Circle” of PW at First Presbyterian Church 
(USA), Paducah, has taken on the responsibility of helping clean and set up some of the apartments as they become available.  
Westminster PW donates cleaning supplies for Bellewood apartments.  Funds from 
the PW budget are designated yearly for Bellewood.  Also, quilts are donated from PW 

to be given to young men at Bellewood Homes.
Churchwide, Hygiene Kits were assembled and sent to Assistance for Haiti.  Sheets or  

funds to purchase sheets are sent to hospitals in Africa.  Monies are also budgeted for programs such as construction of a health center for health screening for children and 
women in Malawi; a Christian Day Care for children who have been orphaned in Nigeria; Youth Action for Change, purchase of a tractor  and water storage tanks for sustainable agriculture projects; money to First United Presbyterian Church for dental grants program for care of children, Belleville, IL and etc.  
Churchwide PW has set a goal of $1 Million in 2011 to be distributed to needy causes around the World.

Sunday, Presbyterian Women at Westminster PC, 10:15 AM, 28th and Broadway, Paducah, will conduct the Worship Service.  Special music will be presented by Music Director, Deborah Simmons-Gray and young women of the church.  An inspirational message will be delivered by Diane Gray, and a beautiful Litany of Celebration by Jeanne Stroup.  Other 

Readers in the service are Cathy Crecelius-Parrott; Kris Shanks; Velva Yeomans;
Betty Smith; Gwen Kaiser.
Rose J. Morgan, PW Moderator 
