 COMMUNION 101

(according to the Book of Order)

Presbyterians practice the celebrating of two sacraments; the Sacrament of Baptism and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  Each time communion is served questions arise from congregants as to why it is served a certain way.  Using the Book of Order, here are some answers.  

If the Lord’s Supper is celebrated less frequently than on each Lord’s Day, public notice is to be given at least one week in advance. (W-3.3609) The session is responsible for authorizing all observances of the Lord’s Supper in the life of a particular church and shall ensure regular and frequent celebration of the sacrament. (W-2.4012)

Bread common to the culture of the community should be broken by the one who presides.  The use of the one bread expresses the unity of the body of Christ.  Bread for the congregation may be broken from the same loaf or prepared in some manner suitable for distribution. (W-3.3610)

The use of a common cup expresses the communal nature of the Sacrament and reflects the consistent New Testament reference to a single cup.  Pouring into the cup signifies the shed blood of Christ poured out for the world.  The manner of distribution used by a particular community of faith may involve the provision of one cup or a number of cups suitably prepared for the people. (W-3.3611)

The elements are distributed in the manner most suitable to the particular occasion. (W-3.3616) The people may gather about the Table to receive the bread and cup; they may come to those serving to receive the elements; or those serving may distribute the elements to the people where they are.  The bread may be broken from that on the Table and placed in the people’s hands; people may break off a portion from the broken loaf or other bread offered for distribution; or they may receive pieces of bread prepared for distribution.  A common cup may be offered to all who wish to partake of it; several cups may be offered and shared; or individual cups may be prepared for distribution.  Rather than drink from a common cup, communicants may dip the broken bread into the cup. (W-3.3616a, b, c)

INTRODUCING “IN MEMORIAM”  

To a Christian, the death of friends and loved ones is a bittersweet time. We are shocked, lonely and lost. But at the same time we try to remember to be pleased, even grateful, especially for those whose sickness and suffering has ended. We know they will have no more pain and we know where, and with whom, they are.

Here at Westminster we are special friends and are truly family to each other. When one of us is ill and suffers, we all are in pain. When one of us dies or when we lose one of our Friends of Westminster, we share the hurt, honor the individual and try to always remember.

To that end, in this month’s Times we present for the first time what is intended to be a continuing item; our “In Memoriam” feature. With some sadness but also with the joy of Christ, for the first five years after their death, we will list in our newsletter the names of our deceased members, and those of our Westminster friends, during the month of their passing. We invite you to remember these saints and to pray for the families and friends who miss them. 
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MISSION 125

What does one give to a church when it celebrates its 125th birthday?  Just what is an appropriate gift?  Better yet, why not have the church be the one giving the gift?

By now you should have received a letter from Pastor Don encouraging you to make a donation to mission as a way of honoring the history of Westminster Presbyterian Church and its impact on missions, locally and globally, throughout the years.

Westminster’s Church & Society Committee recently met and determined the four recipients of monies contributed to Mission 125. The committee worked to make sure the money collected would impact locally, nationally, and around the world. (In Presbyterian procedure, the Session still has to approve the recipients.)

As word and excitement spread about the impact this money might have, an anonymous donor has pledged to match each donation given to the church (after July 19), up to a total of $1,250.  Wow!  Mission 125 has just begun and already it has made a difference.  What might seem an impossibility has now become imminently possible.

Mission 125 will run through the end of this calendar year, allowing donors to budget money for giving.  On November 22, the church family will join together with the Presbyterian Women in giving thanks for the offerings they collect and also for Mission 125 funds collected.

In advance, thank you for making a gift as a part of the celebration of mission during Westminster’s 125th year of service.  Working together, we can, and we do, make a difference.  
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Progressive 
Dinner
The WPC Fellowship

Committee under the 

direction of Chair Michele

Sither invites all WPC 

members and friends (and

their guests!) to an adults-only evening out on Saturday, August 8.

Festivities will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Cathy Crecelius and her husband Steve at 306 North 8th Street. Appetizers will be served and attendees will be offered a tour of this heart-of-Lowertown home. 

The next stop will be 5728 Locust Lane in Reidland for salad at the home of Julie and Bobby Palmer. For directions, the Palmers may be reached by phone at 519-3011.

The main course will be served at the home of Michele and David Sither. The Sithers live in the Lake Forest area off Bleich Road; the address is 165 High Pointe Drive. Call Michele at 556-2241 with questions.

Finally, those who are not too stuffed may share dessert at the home of Rose Morgan. The address is 3915 Cleary Drive in Lone Oak. If you are not familiar with the area, Rose may be reached for directions at 554-7778.

Information and tickets will be available through the church office until Wednesday, August 5. Cost for the dinner is $10.00 per person. Profit will be directed to the Mission 125 project.

In order that sufficient preparations may be made, reservations are required. Please find a “ticket” below you may use to return to the church office. If you have insufficient time to get your payment in, you may pay the night of the dinner but please remember to call the church office or Michele with your reservation by next Wednesday!
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Checks may be made out to the church.
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    This newsletter is sent with a blessing to . . . 















































Ticket to


 WPC Progressive Dinner


Saturday, August 8 – Beginning at 6 p.m.


$10.00 per person





Name _______________________________





Name _______________________________

















In Memoriam . . .








For the months of:





July





Norma Dattoli





Marjorie Nussbaumer





August





Mary Frances Hurt





ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION


Do you Twitter?  Are you on Facebook?  The church is searching for updated e-mail addresses for its members and friends.  How does one know if the church has an updated address?  Pastor Don generally sends out prayer updates about once a week, or more often as needed.  If you are receiving these messages, the church has a viable electronic address for you.  Not receiving the messages and want to receive them?  Please email Pastor Don so he might add your address(s) to his list.  The church does not want to leave anyone out of its communication loop.





By the way, the church still does its best to communicate updates to those without Internet connections.  If you are not receiving such information, please let the church office know.





							Pastor Don can be contacted at church 


							with the following address:





								� HYPERLINK "mailto:dbarger@vci.net" ��dbarger@vci.net�





							The church office is:





								� HYPERLINK "mailto:wpc@vci.net" ��wpc@vci.net�
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