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FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

At WPC we are blessed with a great (and growing!) group of children. This is such a joyful problem to have! As a result of the increased number of young Presbyterians, the Christian Education Committee is seeking volunteers to help on Sunday mornings. 

Our nursery (for those under age four) is a very active place and requires two helpers each week. The committee believes at this time there are enough volunteers in the nursery. However, recruitment is ongoing for those of us willing to work with our “older” children, ages four through fifth grade, who meet in the class room upstairs. 

The committee’s plan is to schedule volunteers for four week intervals. The first two weeks each participant will serve as a “helper” followed by two weeks of being the “teacher.” Sunday school type material will be provided. 

Westminster is a small church that has been hugely blessed with these “little ones.” Lots of us are wearing “many hats” to provide the work necessary to run the church. Please consider helping with the care and education of our children. Contact Michele Sither, Helen Mungle or Peg Brown if you can help. 



   Helen Mungle, Co-Moderator 
FROM PW MODERATOR 

Westminster’s Presbyterian Women’s activities are winding down in anticipation of a leisurely summer. Our last meeting of 2008-2009 is the Indoor Picnic and Installation of Officers, Tuesday, June 16 at 5:30 p.m. The officers from 2008-2009 have agreed to stay on for 2009-2010.

The National Gathering of Presbyterian Women is in Louisville in July. In August Karen Russell will preview the HORIZONS lessons for 2009-2010. You will receive an update on this soon.

Westminster Presbyterian Women deserve a “pat on the back” for all the work you have done this past year. Missions continue to be our main focus.  

All Westminster women are Presbyterian Women! Come join us. Our meetings are spirit-filled gatherings sprinkled with fun, food and fellowship. Have a great summer!
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In Christ, Rose M.


REPORT FROM YOUR PNC

Each of you is to be congratulated for not giving up on your Pastor Nominating Committee. If there is one thing each PNC member would tell you (for sure!) it would be that pastor searching is slow business.

To date we have reviewed 84 PIFs (Presbyterian pastors’ online version of their resumes). Each PIF was read and rated by at least two committee members, and then each was discussed by the entire committee. We pared the field down from there. Sometimes the field pared itself down when candidates we contacted told us by email or phone they were no longer available for consideration. 

We reviewed DVDs of sermons delivered by several of our stronger candidates. We conducted phone interviews. We had a face-to-face meeting with one candidate. Committee chair Cathy Crecelius has had several involved email sessions with potential candidates living in our region who learned of our search and approached us. Certainly pastor searches have changed. All along this committee has depended upon modern technology to help us. In addition to lots of email, we had a Skype session (video conferencing using a computer and the Internet) with one out-of-state candidate. We talked with the candidate’s family and they with us. Committee member Betty Smith summed it up when she commented, “This stuff is all magic to me.” 

As a committee we have learned a lot about certain pastorly things. We are meeting weekly now and have narrowed the focus of our search. Please continue to pray for our work and that God’s chosen person be found.    

Diane Gray, PNC Member   




     Diane Gray, Memb





THANK YOU FOR SO MUCH . . .














USHERS SERVE!


Mid-year seems an appropriate time to print the remainder of the current usher schedule.


The Head Usher is the top name listed under each month below. Please note: if you are scheduled to usher but find that you cannot serve on a given Sunday, please arrange for a substitute and inform the Head Usher. 





JULY�
AUGUST�
SEPT�
OCT�
NOV�
DEC�
JAN�
�
Ray Brust�
Peg Brown�
Doris Lynn�
Mike Golightly�
Ted Mungle�
David Stroup�
Diane Gray�
�
Thelma Brust�
Hannah Akpabio�
Glenn Davidson�
Julie Golightly�
Helen Mungle�
Jeanne Stroup�
Rose Morgan�
�
Wanda Throgmorton�
Michelle Sither�
Julie Palmer�
Jodie Guess�
Doris Lynn�
Francie Edwards�
Jeanne Stroup�
�
Charity Ahua�
David Sither�
Bobby Palmer�
Eunice Poore�
Glenn Davidson�
Kathy Sides�
David Stroup�
�



Remember, you are official hosts in God’s house.  Your attitude and enthusiasm can set the tone for those who come to worship.  Thank you for all that you do!
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    This newsletter is sent with a blessing to . . . 















































PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S HONORARY LIFE DESIGNEE ALSO LIFELONG WPC MEMBER


Pattie Cromwell has always gone to Westminster. She was born into the church, she has raised two boys here and now she is thrilled to see her grandchildren coming and going. Pattie was ordained a ruling elder years ago. She taught Sunday school and helped with youth activities. She has extraordinary culinary and decorating skills and often provides much-anticipated fare for a grateful congregation. (“Pattie’s cooking? I’m in!”) However, she has no use for public attention. She “would break out in hives” if forced to be a liturgist. So in March when she was awarded the coveted PW Honorary Life Membership award she was really on the spot. Yikes, she was the center of attention! But Pattie handled it well.





Pattie is honored with the recognition of her peers and admits she was “totally shocked and pleased” when she received the top secret award. “I was totally got,” she said. But now she feels more “like I’m all grown up,” one of the ladies of the church, not a kid anymore. 





She has worked in the heart cath lab at Lourdes for twenty years and loves her work and her co-workers. Sometimes, her staff prays and cries with their patients. When she drives in for an emergency procedure, Pattie prays; for the patient, for the doctor and for herself to do well.





She describes herself as “behind the scenes.” But Pattie is special at home, at work and at church. She may prefer to stay quiet. But, no matter, she will always be a winner. 


    











From Pastor Don & Renie


Thank you for all the Westminster thoughts, prayers, calls, visits and cards during Don’s recent hospitalization. 





Your gestures of love and caring may have seemed like such small things to you but each and every one played an important part in the healing process; healing both physical and emotional.  Both of us continue to feel we can draw from the strength of our God and our church family.  





Please never let yourself think that your visits and all are not important. Take it from us – they are precious!  





From David & Diane Gray


It was not expected. David kept saying “Don’t come all that way.” But how wonderful it was for so many of our WPC friends to come to Jennie Gray’s recent visitation in Hopkinsville!





Jennie had been out of touch with her Christian County friends for a long time. Still, many came and we know she would have been glad they were there. 





But we were glad you were there. It was like a warm blanket! Many thanks also to others for prayers, emails and beautiful cards. What a blessing you all are to us!   





WESTMINSTER’S NEWEST ORDAINED ELDER – KRIS SHANKS


Kris Shanks, our newest Ruling Elder/Session member, like most of us, is a unique individual. It is certain Kris can declare with confidence she is the only Westminster Session member to perform in the racy “Vagina Monologues” on Saturday night and be ordained the next morning!





Perhaps her ordainment was just meant to be because Kris is a life-long Presbyterian. Her mother Leyla Aimone, whom she lost in 1999, was a deacon at First Presbyterian Church in Wheaton, Illinois. Her father, eighty-one-year-old Eugene Aimone, who lives with her now, is also a devout Presbyterian and attends Paducah’s First Presbyterian. Kris and her husband of thirty years, L.W. Shanks, moved to Paducah in 1984 and became members of First Presbyterian as well. It was there they met and became friends with Don and Renie Barger. When Pastor Don began his interim relationship with Westminster, Kris and L.W. decided to visit and hear Don preach. They came on Sunday and sat up front. Thankfully they still do. 





Kris and L.W. stayed with us “because of the Westminster Church Community.” They felt people cared that they were here. Despite her enjoyment of the social aspect, her time at Westminster has been a spiritual one as well. She said that “Don has assisted me greatly on my spiritual journey.” (As he has all of us!) Kris sees this opportunity to serve as elder and Session member “a privilege and a calling.”





Kris and L.W. have one son, Michael, a career Marine stationed in Hawaii and two grandsons, fourteen-year-old Shawn and Chris, who is nine. Kris is a Vietnam Era Veteran, serving as a ground-to-air repairperson in 29 Palms, California. She was Vice President and Board member of Paducah’s Habitat for Humanity for the past three years. She enjoyed working for a Christian organization and helping people acquire their own homes. 





When she’s not working at Blythe, White & Associates as a financial advisor and not serving on our Worship and Music Committee or any of other activities she juggles, Kris plans to try out for more plays. If her performance in “Vagina Monologues” is any indication, she will be great! She and L.W. are right; we do care they are here. Please pray for Kris and her family as she begins her service.     








From Christian Education


Please accept a BIG THANK YOU to each of you who helped make this year’s Graduation Brunch such a success. 





This committee and our three very special graduates greatly appreciate each and every card, all the delicious food that was prepared and served and all the willing helpers who helped to decorate and to clean up.





Let us all continue to appreciate each other for all we do and, most of all, let us pray for success, happiness and good health for our graduates! 





Helen Mungle, Co-Chair











