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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR


With this writing I complete the overview of Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Robert Schnase.  Each one is unique but a part of the entire picture.  In previous writings I have shared Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, and Risk-taking Mission and Service.  This month it is time to briefly look at Extravagant Generosity.  Now before you think this is a plea for money, read the following with open hearts and minds.                                    


                             


Christian’s unselfish willingness to give in order to make a positive difference for the purposes of Christ describes generosity.  Extravagant Generosity describes practices of sharing and giving that exceed all expectations and extend to unexpected measures.  Fruitful congregations thrive because of extraordinary sharing, willing sacrifice, and joyous giving out of love for God and neighbor.  These churches focus on the abundance of God’s grace and emphasize the Christian need to give rather than the church’s need for money.  In their drive to be generous, they possess a high sense of mission and an intense desire to please God by making a positive difference in the world.  Those who practice Extravagant Generosity have a God-given vision and faith to plant seeds for trees whose shade they will never see.
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Some questions to ponder during these summer months:


From where have you learned your patterns of giving?  How do you feel about talking about your money and giving as an aspect of your faith journey?


Think of a particular time you enjoyed giving money.  What made the experience delightful, memorable, and meaningful?


How have those in your family, community and church who came before you paved an easier road for you?  How have you paved the road for those who will follow?


How does your giving cultivate your relationship to Christ?  How does your giving build up the congregation, the body of Christ, so that the ministry of Jesus Christ thrives?  Is there more you can do?





Two challenges:


Think of a difference, large or small, that an extra gift from you could make in your church’s ministry.  Surprise yourself by giving an unexpected gift!


Surprise someone in need by offering unexpected generosity.





Please include within your prayers this summer:


Gracious God, teach me to always be generous and joyful in my giving.


Lord, help me to live my life so that others see Christ in me.  Help me give in a manner that cultivates and inspires generosity in others, in your name.


Lord, strengthen and bless our congregation so that we may discover your presence anew and change the lives of people you call us to serve.  Use me, even me, to build up the congregation through the giving of time, effort, and gifts.  Use me, Lord, for you.





















































