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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DON


Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations is producing results in churches undertaking the program and its messages.  So much of what it says almost becomes a “Duh!” for it makes so much sense.  In so many cases, there is no monetary cost to a congregation unless moving out of a comfort zone comes with a cost.  What price are you willing to pay to become more fruitful as a congregation?





This month, as we continue with the overview, we look at risk-taking mission and service.  Mission and service refers to the projects, efforts and work a church does to make a positive difference in the lives of others, whether or not they will ever become a part of the church family.  This includes such activities as disaster clean-up food banks and soup kitchens.





The concept of risk-taking pushes our comfort zone, stretching us beyond service to people we already know, exposing us to people, situations and needs that we would never encounter except for our deliberate intention to serve Christ.  Thus, Risk-Taking Mission and Service involves efforts to alleviate suffering and injustice to improve conditions of others in the name of Christ.





Questions to ponder this month:


What is the most unexpected place to which your faith in Christ has taken you in order to make a difference in someone’s life?





What church outreach programs make the greatest impact on the lives of people in our community who are not a part of Westminster? 





How has a mission initiative or outreach ministry changed Westminster?  How did you help?  How did helping change you?





Include within your prayers this month:


Give me grace, Lord, to risk comfort and convenience to help someone in need in your name.





Father, help me distinguish between what is merely convenient and easy for me and what is essential for serving others with real love and respect.





Help us never to grow weary or discouraged in seeking to love others as you have loved us, even when we cannot see the signs of change we hope for.	Amen.








FAITH IN FILM


The Faith in Film series continues Monday, May 11, 6:00 p.m., at Maiden Alley Cinema with Paul Newman as Cool Hand Luke. The story is of Luke Jackson who is sent to a Florida prison camp after spending a drunken night destroying parking meters. Other prisoners idolize Luke for his unquenchable spirit and he becomes notorious for his escapes. Each time he is recaptured the prison bosses try to break him. Will they ever succeed? An optional discussion, led by First Presbyterian Church, will follow the movie.





Join the PIGS (Presbyterians Interested in Going to Supper) for a meal before the movie at Kirchhoff’s deli at 5:00 p.m. (Please use the back entrance off the alley parking lot.) Advance notice for the meal is needed so contact Pastor Don for reservations. The cost of the meal is just the cost of the food served, no more than $6.  








PW PRESBYTERY VICE MODERATOR


On April 18 at the Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering in Mayfield, our own Rose Morgan, who is currently Westminster’s PW Moderator, embarked on a one year term as PW Vice Moderator for the Presbytery of Western Kentucky. PW of Western Kentucky includes PC(USA) churches from Henderson to Bowling Green to far Western Kentucky. 





After this year as Vice-Moderator, Rose has agreed to serve a two year term as PW Moderator for the Presbytery. It’s a big job so Westminster PW members are urged to support Rose with prayer, by attending her meetings and by offering support. With the feminine and organizational skills she possesses, we all know Rose will be great! 





The presbytery’s current PW Moderator is Anne McNeilly of First Church of Paducah. 


  








