MESSAGE FROM

PW MODERATOR

I can’t believe it, Fall is here! Seems it happens every year about this time . . .

Westminster women are busy with mission projects (part of Presbyterian Women’s “Together in Service” effort). We join our PW sisters around the country in the collection of funds used to purchase sheets for struggling African hospitals. All WPC members are invited to contribute toward this annual fundraising effort. Your gifts will be gladly received by moderator Rose Morgan or treasurer Betty Smith. 
One of our local missions this year involves a one-time contribution of women’s toiletries for The Trilogy Center for Women in Hopkinsville, a live-in treatment facility for women recovering from alcohol and drug addictions. Funds are tight for this new center and purchasing individual toiletries for women who have almost nothing is expensive. If you wish to contribute items for the center, please deliver them to the church office by October 12.

Similarly, our PW group is participating in an ongoing effort to collect cleaning supplies for the “Buckets for Bellewood” effort. Contributions of cleaning supplies and mops, brooms and buckets are welcomed and again items may be brought to the church office. 

Planning is already underway for the annual congregational Thanksgiving Dinner (this year on November 22) and the PW Thank Offering to be collected that day. At least 40 percent of this annual offering supports health ministries throughout the world. The remaining 60 percent of the funds are designated for new creative ideas for mission. In addition, both WPC ladies’ circles have plans for continued support of Mission 125 and Paducah Cooperative Ministry. 

New this year is a local opportunity for hands on ministry. Several of our members have joined with ladies from First Presbyterian, Paducah in a Needle Arts Ministry. Separately and together, this group creates such items as knitted scarves for many who work on the rivers. If you are interested in helping with this mission, please see Helen Mungle, Kris Shanks or Jeanne Stroup.

And ladies, please don’t forget the Presbytery PW Fall Gathering on Saturday, October 17 at Henderson First Presbyterian Church. 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations was written by Methodist minister Robert Schnase who proposes that the presence and strength of five practices and/or qualities demonstrate a congregation’s health, vitality, and fruitfulness. Westminster Wednesday participants will begin this month with a closer look.  
· October 7
Cultivating Fruitfulness 


Radical Hospitality
· October 14   
Cultivating Fruitfulness

Passionate Worship
· October 21     
Cultivating Fruitfulness

Intentional Faith Development
Christmas on the River is a co-ministry with The Seamens Church Institute to brighten the holiday for those whose work keeps them far from home.
· October 28
Christmas on the River 


Card making
· November 4
Christmas on the River

Card making

VICE-PRESIDENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS!

The National Association of Extension Family and Consumer Science has elected our own Debbie Gray to this national office at last week’s annual session. This group of 4100 members is the professional organization for family and consumer science extension agents and educators.  

Debbie has been an active member of the group for 33 years, including two years served as Illinois state Vice-President of Public Affairs. She has served on other state and national committees; for two years she chaired the National Exhibits Committee. 

Other awards Debbie has won include the “USDA Team Award” (1994) and the “Distinguished Service Award” (2005). This year, in addition to being elected to national office, she was excited to win the much-coveted “Continued Excellence” designation. Debbie’s role as Public Affairs VP will be to help member state’s public affairs chairpersons develop informational programming; to promote the “Living Well” effort and to train members to work with state and federal congressional representatives.  Debbie knows she will need a substitute organist one Sunday next April because, as a member of the Public Issues Leadership Development committee, she will help plan/execute the national PILD conference in Washington, D. C. Since she has a job and is here every week, when does she have time to do all of this? Congratulations Debbie! We’re proud of you. 
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FALL SPECIAL EVENTS

October 4 – Worldwide Communion Sunday, Peacemaking offering to be collected. 

October 18 – Pastor Appreciation Sunday, brunch to be served after worship. 

October 24 – Southern Illinois Vineyard Trail Caravan leaves at the church at 10:00 a.m. The church bus will be available for this trip. Please see the signup sheet in Bunce Hall.

October 30 – Children’s Circle Halloween Party, 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. at the Sither’s home, 165 High Pointe Drive (in Lake Forest off Bleich Road). There will be food, fun, games and a bonfire. Call Michele (556-2241) to let her know who’s coming and wear your costume!
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    This newsletter is sent with a blessing to . . . 
























































In Memoriam . . .





For the months of:





September


Melville Mayes





October


          George Bailey





          Earl Straub, Sr.














