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A Message From The Pastor





I am a book person.  My wife might disagree for she is truly THE book person in the family.  She can sit for hours and devour books.  She continues to feed her appetite for books and the information in each and every one of them.





I have shelves filled with books, many I have never read entirely or at all.  Some I have bought for maybe a couple of articles or a few recipes.  Some are on the shelf waiting for tomorrow when I retire and have more time.  Some are there from a recommendation of a friend or an article in a newspaper.





From these sources come the many short illustrations used in Sunday sermons.  Sometimes these illustrations will be remembered long after a sermon has left the memory.





During my time here at Westminster one of my favorite authors has been James W. Moore, Methodist minister.  I have grown to love the thoughts expressed in his words.  I have even used some of his examples as a basis for a Sunday sermon or funeral homily.  One has to chuckle at some of the titles of his books.  They include: Noah Built His Ark In The Sunshine; Standing On The Promises Or Sitting On The Premises; If God Has A Refrigerator, Your Picture Is On It; and Attitude Is Your Paintbrush, It Colors Every Situation.  How can one pass up a book with titles such as those?





The latest purchase, published by Westminster John Knox Press, is a book written by Kathleen Bostrom and Peter Graystone titled 99 Things To Do Between Here And Heaven.  Having just turned 60 this year, I thought it necessary to find out what was suggested I be doing in my later years since I probably had not done many of the things.  Some mentioned are church related: (3) Read a Gospel in one sitting, (51) Forgive a wrong, (92) Write a prayer.  Some deal with life issues: (65) Find your first home, (14) Break a bad habit, (19) Make a will.  Others are just plain fun: (2) Bake bread, (30) Experience the taste of tea, (96) Dance in the rain, (98) Hug someone.





The book is more than just a list.  Each two-page topic has a How? and a What Should I Expect? piece.  If you were asked to create a list for this book, what items might be in your book?  Look for more discussion of this book and its contents during Westminster Wednesday activities this fall.





(By the way, all the above-mentioned books may be borrowed from my personal library.  WARNING: Be aware you may find yourself unable to stop reading once you have begun.)
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