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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DON

With the writing of this article, I continue with the brief look at the parts of Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. The first two columns have looked at radical hospitality and passionate worship. This month the third piece, intentional faith development, is the focus.

Intentional Faith Development refers to all the ministries that help each of us grow in faith outside of weekly worship. This would include such things as Bible studies, Sunday school, small groups, and Westminster Wednesday. Through these practices we mature in faith, grow in grace, and grow in the knowledge and love of God. It is my hope that we are closer to Christ today than we were five years ago, and that we may be closer to Christ five years from now than we are today.

The Intentional part of the name refers to a deliberate effort, purposeful action, and high priority. It is not accidental.

Just as last month, there is no homework to be completed, just thoughts to ponder. Members of your church leadership welcome your responses.

· [image: image1.wmf]Outside of worship, how do you deepen your understanding of the Christian faith? How do you cultivate your relationship with Christ?

· What is one learning experience in your faith life that has changed how you live in a significant way? How did you learn it? How have you shared it with others?

· Love, joy, peace, kindness, generosity, fruitfulness, gentleness, and self-control – these are the fruits of the Spirit. From whom are you learning these? To whom are you teaching them?

· How is Westminster doing at offering opportunities for new people to feel welcomed, engaged? Are the “middle doors” open?

Two short prayers for the upcoming month:

1. Help me, Lord, to delight in learning your Word so that like a tree planted by a stream of water, my life may bear your fruit.
2. Help me, O God, to offer my gifts and talents to your service in such a way that our congregation may be a place where people of all ages grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of your Word.                
[image: image2.wmf]EASTER!
The Lenten services are over now. While outside the creation returns to its spring raiment and the sun is really warm again, we still await the coming of our Lord. The Lord will come – but only after a time.

As Christians we revel in another opportunity to share a real grief at the death of Jesus on the cross and also an abundant joy at the subsequent rising of our savior. 

Please make note of the following events – all chances to marvel at the love, to appreciate the sacrifice and to wonder at the triumph of our Lord Jesus Christ!

April 9 – 7:00 p.m.


Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service and Communion features a musical message performed by the Chancel Choir. This moving service is designed to recreate the emotional aspects of the passion story. 

April 10 – 7:15 p.m.

Joint Good Friday service at First Presbyterian Church in Murray. A meal will be served at 6:00. This sobering service commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and his death at Golgotha.

April 12 – 10:15 a.m.

Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Sunday communion service celebrates, with music and alleluias, the risen Lord Jesus Christ and all that means for Christians. The annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering is collected during the Easter service.  

Of course, this joyful service is followed by the annual Westminster Easter Egg Hunt! Thank you to all who have contributed eggs, candy and special prizes for the hunt. 
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