Westminster Times

Volume I – Number 3 – March 2009


MESSAGE FROM

[image: image1.jpg]


PASTOR DON

Did you complete your homework assignment? The dog ate it? What homework? Last month you were asked to view the church through the eyes of a visitor and report back to church leadership what you had observed. This was all a part of Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations with the first part being “radical hospitality.”

The second part is “Passionate Worship.”  This refers to the extraordinary eagerness to offer the best in worship, honoring God with excellence and with an unusual clarity about the purpose of connecting people with God. It is worship that is not dry, routine, or boring. It is not performance; it is devotion and celebration expressing our love of God. As a church, this means we care enough about the service to offer our best. The service should be as free as possible from distractions, annoyances, and inconveniences, so that worshippers sense the deliberate care in preparation and intention.  

How are we doing?  No, we cannot stop sirens from wailing during the service, but what suggestions would you make?  

In the short time I have been a part of this staff, we have tried new “things” and incorporated some into the morning worship experience. Westminster is receptive to change, but not at the expense of losing our purpose for worship, celebrating our love of God.

There is no homework assignment this month.  
But please ponder these questions in the upcoming month:

· How has God used worship to change you and shape you?

· What do you do “for the love of God” as a leader or participant that contributes to worship that is alive, engaging, and vital?

· Are there traditions in our worship that leave people out or make it difficult for some people to attend?  What are some changes the congregation could make to welcome and include new worshippers?

Open my heart, Lord, so that I may see your extraordinary presence among us in our ordinary worship each week.

LENT 2009

COME TO THE CROSS

Lent provides a season in which the church journeys with Jesus toward Jerusalem.  Like Advent, Lent offers a time of preparation.  Unlike Advent, Lent’s climax does not come in the birth of a newborn but in a dying and rising. There is always the temptation to bypass the somber notes of this season and rush straight from Ash Wednesday to Easter morning.  “Alleluias” sing easier than “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” Yet the impact of an empty tomb is most fully experienced when we witness again the Passion of Jesus and when we keep vigil at the cross.

Our Lenten Vesper services offer you the opportunity and challenge to journey toward Jerusalem and the cross through word and music. The cross is at the core of how we understand the character of God’s love and discipleship. We might prefer that our faith would take us places other than the cross in order to learn about God or about following Jesus. This Sunday evening series (March 8, 15, 22, 29) invites us to the scandal of following a Messiah who came not to inflict suffering on enemies unto death but to love enemies for the sake of their (our) life. Join us each Sunday evening during the series.

Mar 8    Program – Following Calls  – Pastor Barger
Meal chairs: Judy Edwards & Betty Smith
Mar 15  Program – Community Marks – Renie Barger

Musical guest: Chris Thornton
Meal chairs: Pattie Cromwell & Rebecca McQuage

Mar 22   Program – Life Gifts – Pastor Barger

Musical guest: Carol Schlitt
Meal chairs: L.W. & Kris Shanks
Mar 29    Program – Promised Hope – Pastor Barger

Meal chairs: Committee
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